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Extension Cord
Safety

This week we will focus on extension cord safety and using the right extension cord for the job...

Gutter installers use extension cords daily and these cords are prone to damage due to the working conditions and
frequency of use. It is important to inspect the cords for cracked insulation or insulation that is pulling away from the
cord ends as these are two of the most common issues we find. To eliminate potential electrical hazards you need to
correct these issues as soon as they are discovered.

Another common problem is the grounding prong removed from the male end of the plug. This happens as the
installers need to plug into a power source and many older homes do not have three prong outlets. Keeping a three
to two prong adapter with every crew to ensure the cord is properly grounded is recommended. This will protect
your machinery and equipment.

Electric drive motors in gutter machines can fail prematurely because they aren't receiving enough voltage through
the extension cord. The recommended practice is to use the shortest electrical extension cords possible to power
your gutter machine. This will minimize power loss and excess strain on the drive motor of your machine.
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